
Amendments from Education:  76, 88, 98, 101, 143, 156, 157, 158, 159, 172, 177, 190, 

199, 211, 223, 233, 246, 263, 282, 339, 349, 356, 359, 396, 445, 457, 468, 509, 511, 524, 

529, 553, 555, 556, 558, 559, 562, 596, 609, 615, 617, 620, 623, 637, 651, 673, 686, 687, 

700, 715, 718, 723, 724, 741, 743, 746, 747, 753, 769, 771, 783, 796, 815, 823, 832, 842, 

882, 903, 904, 913, 918, 919, 921, 924, 927, 931, 934, 947, 957, 978, and 994. 

 

Mr. Murphy of Burlington and others move to amend H.4100 in section 2, in item 7000-

9406, by inserting after the words “machine lending agency” the following:- “; provided, 

that not less than $100,000 shall be expended for the National Federation of the Blind 

Newsline Program”. 

 

And further amend the bill in section 2, by striking item 7000-9501 and inserting in place 

thereof the following item:- 

 

7000-9501 For state aid to public libraries; provided, that notwithstanding 

any general or special law to the contrary, no city or town shall 

receive any money under this item in any year when the 

appropriation of the city or town for free public library 

services is below an amount equal to 102.5 per cent of the 

average of the appropriations for free public library service for 

the 3 years immediately preceding; provided further, that 

notwithstanding any general or special law to the contrary, the 

board of library commissioners may grant waivers in excess of 

the waiver limit set forth in the second paragraph of section 

19A of chapter 78 of the General Laws in fiscal year 2010 for 

a period of not more than 1 year; provided further, that 

notwithstanding any general or special law to the contrary, of 

the amount by which this item exceeds the amount 

appropriated in chapter 194 of the acts of 1998, funds shall be 

distributed under the guidelines of the municipal equalization 

grant program, the library incentive grant program and the 

nonresident circulation offset program; and provided further, 

that any payment made under this item shall be deposited with 

the treasurer of the city or town and held in a separate account 

and shall be expended by the public library of that city or town 

without appropriation, notwithstanding any general or special 

law to the contrary  ..................................................................................$8,641,368 

 

And further amend the bill in section 2, by striking item 7010-0005 and inserting in place 

thereof the following item:- 

 

7010-0005 For the operation of the department of elementary and 

secondary education; provided, that no later than November 17, 

2009, the department shall submit a progress report to the 

secretary of the executive office of administration and finance, 

the chairs of the house and senate committees on ways and 



means and the joint committee on education on efforts by the 

department to further define and advance the strategic vision of 

the department, along with a detailed implementation plan for 

realizing that vision; provided further, that the department shall 

ensure that hearings and mediations are conducted by hearing 

officers and mediators who are regular state employees of an 

independent bureau of special education appeals and that said 

hearing officers and mediators shall perform only those 

functions which are consistent with their duties and 

responsibilities as impartial and knowledgeable special 

education hearing officers and mediators in compliance with 20 

U.S.C. § 1415(e)-(f), and said bureau’s hearing officers and 

mediators shall be initially the persons who, on April 15, 2009, 

were serving as hearing officers and mediators in the current 

bureau; and provided further, that the department, in 

collaboration with the commission on gay and lesbian youth 

established by section 67 of chapter 3 of the General Laws, 

shall expend funds for programming to ensure public schools’ 

compliance with the board of elementary and secondary 

education’s recommendations, which take into account the 

commission’s recommendations, for the support and safety of 

gay and lesbian students and the implementation of related 

suicide and violence prevention efforts and reduction of health 

disparities for GLBT youth ................................... ................................$14,902,873 

 

And further amend the bill in section 2, in item 7010-0012, by inserting after the words 

“of the General Laws” the following:- “; provided, that funds shall be made available for 

payment of services rendered by METCO, Inc.”. 

 

And further amend the bill in section 2, in item 7030-1002, by inserting after the words 

“fiscal year 2011;” the following:- “provided further, that all kindergarten programs 

previously funded through community partnership councils at the department of early 

education and care shall receive grants from this item in amounts equal to the amounts 

they received in fiscal year 2009, reduced in proportion to the overall reduction of this 

item from fiscal year 2009 to fiscal year 2010;”. 

 

And further amend the bill in section 2, by striking item 7030-1003 and inserting in place 

thereof the following item:- 
 

7030-1003 For the John Silber early literacy program to promote research 

based school-wide literacy education and to promote literacy 

among children in grades K through 3; provided, that the 

department shall administer said early literacy grant programs 

to improve the quality and effectiveness of literacy education 

to the greatest extent possible; provided further, that these early 

literacy education programs shall be based on a scientifically-



based reading research program consistent with the federal 

Reading First Initiative; provided further, that such programs 

shall supplement currently funded local, state and federal 

programs at the school or district; provided further, that the 

department shall provide the same level of funding as 

appearing  in chapter 182 of the acts of 2008 for the 

tomorrow’s urban leaders excelling in academic performance 

program for afterschool academic and literacy achievement 

programs; provided further, that any grant funds distributed 

from this item shall be deposited with the treasurer of such city, 

town or regional school district and held in a separate account 

and shall be expended by the school committee of such city, 

town or regional school district, without further appropriation, 

notwithstanding the provisions of any general or special law to 

the contrary; and provided further, that no funds shall be 

expended for personnel costs ...................................................................$2,170,859 

 

And further amend the bill in section 2, in item 7035-0006, by striking out the figures 

“$30,521,840” and inserting in place thereof the figures “$50,521,840”. 

 

And further amend the bill in section 2, by inserting after item 7035-0007 the following 

item:- 

 

7035-0008 For the purposes of supporting regionalization; provided, that 

not more than $150,000 of this amount shall be expended on 

regionalism study grants to explore methods of improving the 

delivery of education services, including but not limited to, 

studies of fully regionalizing partial regional school districts, 

funding demographic studies to project future district 

enrollments and exploring creative means of collaborating 

across districts, including sharing curriculum specialists, 

professional development providers, transportation services 

and other educational and instructional interventions; provided 

further, that not less than $250,000 shall be expended for one 

time grants to cities and towns to support transition costs 

associated with the creation of new regional academic school 

districts; provided further, that the application for said grants 

shall be due no later than August 1, 2009, and the award of the 

grant shall be to 3 or more towns having independent, local K-

12 school districts voting, by December 31, 2009,  to form a 

new K-12 academic region consisting of no less than 2,500 

students; and provided further, that said grants shall be 

expended over fiscal years 2010 and 2011 to assist with the 

costs associated with the transition from independent districts 

to one regional district ................................................................................$400,000 

 



And further amend the bill in section 2, by inserting after item 7061-0008 the following 

item:- 

 

7061-0011 For a reserve to: (1) meet extraordinary increases in the 

minimum required local contribution of a municipality 

pursuant to the requirements of section 3 of this act; provided, 

that a municipality seeking funds hereunder shall apply for a 

waiver from the department of revenue pursuant to section 40 

of this act; provided further, that the commissioner shall issue 

a finding concerning such waiver applications within 30 days 

of the receipt thereof, after consulting with the commissioner 

of elementary and secondary education regarding the merits of 

such application; (2) assist regional school districts which, 

prior to fiscal year 2010, have assessed member towns using 

the provisions of their regional agreement, and which, in fiscal 

year 2010, will assess member towns using the required 

contributions calculated pursuant to said section 3; (3) assist 

towns impacted by stresses in the commercial agricultural, 

fishing or lobster industry whose required local contribution 

exceeds 75 per cent of their foundation budget; (4) assist 

towns negatively impacted by shortfalls in federal impact aid 

for the education of children in families employed by the 

federal government on military reservations located within the 

town's limits; provided, that any grants provided under this 

item shall be expended by a school committee without further 

appropriation; provided further, that not less than $250,000 

from this item shall be awarded to a qualifying community that 

hosts a Veterans Administration Hospital; (5) assist regional 

school districts in rural areas which meet each of the 

following: (a) they have fewer than 30 full-time enrollment 

students per square mile; and (b) they have experienced more 

than 7 per cent enrollment decline between fiscal year 2004 

and fiscal year 2009; provided further, that preference shall be 

given to those districts that have joined the group insurance 

commission before July 1, 2009; (6) meet extraordinary 

increases of greater than 10 per cent in a municipality’s total 

required contribution in municipalities whose target required 

local contribution exceeds 70 per cent of their foundation 

budget; provided, that not less than $500,000 shall be used for 

this purpose; (7) assist towns in which in excess of one-third of 

the total land mass of the town is owned and controlled by the 

commonwealth and which receive payment in lieu of taxes on 

less than 25 per cent of said land; (8) assist operating districts 

in which the chapter 70 aid, so-called, distributed in fiscal year 

2010 is less than the chapter 70 aid distributed in fiscal year 

2002; and (9) assist towns which host a campus of the 



University of Massachusetts, but which have a target aid 

percentage of only 17.5 per cent; provided further, that any 

grants provided to school districts from this item shall be 

expended by a school committee without further appropriation; 

provided further, that the department shall make not less than 

80 per cent of the awards from this item no later than October 

15, 2009; and provided further, that no funds distributed from 

this item shall be considered prior year chapter 70 aid nor shall 

they be used in the calculation of the minimum required local 

contribution for fiscal year 2011 ..............................................................$6,000,000 

 

And further amend the bill in section 2, by striking item 7061-0012 and inserting in place 

thereof the following item:-  

 

7061-0012 For the reimbursement of extraordinary special education costs 

under section 5A of chapter 71B of the General Laws; 

provided, that reimbursements shall be prorated so that 

expenses of this item do not exceed the amount appropriated in 

this item; provided further, that upon receipt by the department 

of elementary and secondary education of required special 

education cost reports from school districts, the department 

shall reimburse districts based on fiscal year 2009 claims; 

provided further, that the department may expend funds to 

continue and expand voluntary residential placement 

prevention programs between the department of elementary 

and secondary education and other departments within the 

executive office of health and human services that develop 

community-based support services for children and their 

families; provided further, that the department shall make 

funds available to the department of developmental services 

for the voluntary residential placement prevention program 

administered by that department; provided further, that 

$400,000 shall be expended for Recording for the Blind & 

Dyslexic to provide books in accessible synthetic audio format 

made available through the federal NIMAS-NIMAC book 

repository, to do outreach and training of teachers and students 

for the use of NIMAS-NIMAC and human speech audio 

digital textbooks and for human voice recording of MCAS 

exams; provided further, that, of this $400,000, funds shall be 

expended for the costs of borrowing audio textbooks by 

special education students; provided further, that, of this 

$400,000, funds shall be expended for the continuation of a 

pilot program for Recording for the Blind and Dyslexic to 

provide the tenth grade math and English learning arts MCAS 

tests in audio digital format; provided further, that no funds 

shall be expended for the MCAS pilot program until the 



department of elementary and secondary education examines 

all security issues related to the pilot program and certifies to 

the legislature that the pilot program may be carried out 

without jeopardizing the security of the MCAS exams; 

provided further, that the report shall be completed no later 

than November 17, 2009, and shall be forwarded to the joint 

committee on education and the house and senate committees 

on ways and means; provided further, that funds may be 

expended for the monitoring and follow-up activities of the 

department’s complaint management system, review and 

approval of local educational agency applications and local 

school districts’ compliance with the part B requirements of 

the federal Special Education Law, known as the Individuals 

with Disabilities Education Act, in the provision of special 

education and related services to children with disabilities; 

provided further, that funds may be expended to administer the 

reimbursements funded herein; provided further, that funds 

may be expended to reimburse districts for extraordinary 

increases in costs incurred during fiscal year 2010 which 

would be reimbursable under said section 5A of said chapter 

71B; provided further, that reimbursements for current year 

costs shall be limited to school districts that experience 

increases of greater than 25 per cent from costs reimbursable 

under said section 5A of said chapter 71B and incurred during 

fiscal year 2009 to costs reimbursable under said section 5A of 

said chapter 71B and incurred during fiscal year 2010 or other 

cases of extraordinary hardship where special education costs 

increase in relationship to total district costs as the department 

may define through regulation or guidelines; provided further, 

that reimbursements for current year costs shall be allocated as 

one-time grants and shall not decrease reimbursements in the 

following fiscal year; provided further, that the department 

shall conduct audits of fiscal year 2009 claims; provided 

further, that if the claims are found to be inaccurate, the 

department shall recalculate the fiscal year 2010 

reimbursement amount and adjust the third and fourth quarter 

payments to the districts to reflect the new reimbursement 

amount; and provided further, that the department shall file a 

report with the house and senate committees on ways and 

means no later than February 15, 2010, on the results of the 

audit......................................................................................................$184,888,728 

 

And further amend the bill in section 2, in item 7061-9404, by inserting after the words 

“grade remediation options;” the following:- “provided further, that not less than 

$625,000 shall be transferred to JFY networks, a non-profit corporation formerly Jobs for 

Youth, for a matching grant for the purposes of enhancing student performance on the 



MCAS examination through instructional computer software;” and by further amending 

the item by striking out the figures “$9,361,623” and inserting in place thereof the figures 

“$9,986,623”. 

 

And further amend the bill in section 2, in item 7061-9600, by inserting after the words 

“department of higher education”, in line 21, the following:- “in order to increase the 

capacity of public institutions of higher education”.  

 

And further amend the bill in section 2, by inserting after item 7061-9611 the following 

items:- 

 

7061-9612 For the school of excellence program at the Worcester 

Polytechnic Institute; provided, that every effort shall be made 

to recruit and serve equal numbers of male and female 

students; provided further, that sending districts of students 

attending the Institute shall not be required to expend any 

funds for the cost of these students while in attendance at the 

Institute; provided further, that the Massachusetts Academy of 

Mathematics and Science shall provide professional 

development activities at the school located at Worcester 

Polytechnic Institute, including salary and benefits for master 

teachers and visiting scholars; provided further, that the 

academy shall file a report with the joint committee on 

education and the house and senate committees on ways and 

means no later than February 1, 2010, detailing the 

professional development activities; and provided further, that 

the department of elementary and secondary education shall 

provide a subsidy to the Worcester Polytechnic Institute to 

operate a school of excellence in mathematics and science ....................$1,325,231 

 

7061-9614 For the alternative education grant program established 

pursuant to section 1N of chapter 69 of the General Laws; 

provided, that the commissioner shall allocate funds for both 

subsections (a) and (b) of said section 1N of said chapter 69; 

and provided further, that no funds shall be expended for 

personnel costs ............................................................................................$500,000 
 

And further amend the bill in section 2, by inserting after item 7061-9626 the following 

item:- 

 

7061-9634  For a transfer of this item to the Massachusetts Service 

Alliance, which shall be responsible for administering a 

competitive statewide grant program for public and private 

agencies to start or expand youth mentoring programs 

according to current best practices and for purposes including 

advancing academic performance, self-esteem, social 



competence and workforce development; provided, that the 

department of elementary and secondary education shall 

transfer the amount appropriated in this item to the 

Massachusetts Service Alliance for the purpose of these grants; 

provided further, that $225,000 shall be expended for the C5 

New England mentoring program for the recruitment and 

training of mentors, and for other supporting services 

including, but not limited to, academic support services; 

provided further, that in order to be eligible to receive funds 

from this item, each public or private agency shall provide a 

matching amount equal to $1 for every $1 disbursed from this 

item; and provided further, that the Massachusetts Service 

Alliance shall submit a report detailing the impact of grants, 

expenditure of funds and the amount and source of matching 

funds raised to the department of elementary and secondary 

education .....................................................................................................$475,000 

 

And further amend the bill by inserting the following sections:- 

 

SECTION XX. Subsection (d) of section 6 of chapter 70B of the General Laws, as so 

appearing, is hereby amended by striking the first sentence and inserting in place thereof 

the following:- Any city, town or regional school district which has received, in 

accordance with subsections (b) and (c), notice of approval and an estimate of the amount 

of a school facilities grant, may borrow from time to time to finance that portion of the 

cost of the approved school project not being paid by such grant, in such amount 

approved by the board of selectmen, mayor or city manager of the city or town, or the 

regional district school committee of the regional school district, and may issue bonds or 

notes therefor which shall bear on their face the words “(name of city, town or regional 

school district) School Project Loan, chapter 70B”. 

 

SECTION XX.  Notwithstanding the provisions of section 19A of chapter 78 of the 

General Laws or any other general or special law to the contrary, the board of library 

commissioners may grant temporary certification to a municipality with a free public 

library upon receipt of a preliminary report showing compliance with the materials 

expenditure requirement during fiscal year 2009, and showing that the library has met the 

municipal appropriation requirement, or is likely to qualify for a waiver of said 

requirement, in the 2010 state aid to public libraries program; and provided further, that 

in order for a municipality with a free public library to retain this certification and receive 

a grant award the library must demonstrate compliance with the minimum hours open 

requirement by June 30, 2010, and must successfully complete the annual certification 

process of the board in fiscal year 2010. 

 

 


